A Snapshot of Indiana Main Streets
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As 2000 Census figures show, Indiana Main Street 60 I
communities had slightly more manufacturing 50
employment than the state and slightly fewer P
people in white-collar occupations. People ol 2282
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bulk of the Main Street employment base. 0 - m
. 0+ T r

HOUSIng W hite Collar  Blue Collar Service
Most Main Street communities have high rates of O Main Street B State O National |

owner-occupied housing, 68 percent, compared
with the national figure, 66 percent. Indiana as a
whole has a higher figure, 71 percent, than Main
Street communities or the nation.
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What Do These Figures Tell Us?

Outside of the metropolitan areas, Indiana Main Street communities reflect many of the
characteristics of most rural American downtowns—slower population growth, lower
incomes, fewer professional opportunities, and higher concentrations of home ownership.
These trends aren’t surprising; many Main Street downtown revitalization efforts often work
in direct response to these trends.

The real question is what do these figures mean for programs that support downtown
revitalization?

Communities need to know their demographic and economic characteristics and how to
interpret this data. Useful information should detail how a community compares within its
region, the state and the nation on key variables relating to population, income and
employment. Communities should also keep track of changes over time in these variables to
note positive or negative trends.

When a community has a clear understanding of its demographic and economic profile, it
can use the information to develop realistic strategies to maximize or minimize identified
trends. Downtown revitalization efforts that take the time to develop a revitalization
strategy based upon demographic and economic data place themselves a step ahead of those
that don’t.

Demographic and economic data are periodically updated. Communities need to monitor
data availability and update their community profiles to reflect new information. This data
should be used to guide new revitalization strategies.

Appendix C contains brief demographic profiles for each Indiana Main Street community.

This information should be seen as a starting point for use by both Indiana Main Street and
local communities to inform future revitalization efforts.
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